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TOGETHER WE WILL LIVE UNITED

Speaking of change. We
all have stories of how our
personal lives, workplaces and
community have had to adjust
to the obstacles that Covid-19
has brought. Some of those
obstacles and adjustments have
not been so fun. But there
are plenty of stories of how
new opportunities are being
embraced. Opportunities to
support those in need…to be
a neighbor…to reprioritize the
objectives of our workplace
or business. Opportunities to
respect, love, and extend grace to
those we cross paths with.
Greg Meeker,
At United Way of Central
Modern Litho
Missouri we would normally
United Way Board Chair
be halfway through the
The new normal. I don’t know 2020 campaign season. The
Pacesetter companies would
what that looks like, but I’m
have completed their workplace
very certain we’re not there yet.
campaign efforts several weeks
Maybe there is no “there”. Or
ago, having contributed to
maybe we won’t know we were
somewhere around 50% of the
“there” until we’re looking back
and see how our lives and society fundraising goal. Our campaign
co-chairs, Doug Otto and Sally
changed course because of the
Moore would be going at a warp
pandemic. And come to think
speed throughout our business
about it, perhaps there never
really was a “normal” as change is and non-profit community,
championing the United Way
one of the constants in life.

story to meeting rooms full of
people who listen with their hearts
and pledge their financial support.
We would be well on our way of
achieving our campaign goal of
$2.1 million and looking to wrap
up in November with a victory
celebration.
Things are not normal…but
I’m glad to report that we are
not part of a normal community.
In-person workplace campaign
rallies are a rarity this year, but the
United Way of Central Missouri
staff has pivoted and are helping
businesses create customized
campaigns tailored to what
works best for their particular
organization. Virtual rallies,
digital campaigns and rollover
(from last year) campaigns
have become customary and
are achieving good results.
Pacesetter partners are reporting
giving results very close to last
year. And corporate gifts are on
pace to exceed last year with the
possibility of setting a record.
That, I’m telling you, is not
normal!
But, we know there is still work
to be done and we are counting

Thank You for Caring a Whole Awful Lot
not our community. Our caring,
compassionate community
understands we must stand
united, persevere, and remain
steadfast in our commitment
to help people live their best
possible lives.
United Way of Central
Missouri serves in partnership
with 28 local agencies to help
1 of every 2 people in central
Missouri…28 agencies that help
the hungry, the homeless, the
powerless…seniors, babies, adults
with disabilities and families
torn apart by drug addiction.
Those who are struggling to put
Ann Bax,
food on the table or reeling from
United Way President
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In the face of so many
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compassionate community to
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once again take care of each
other. This is a community that pandemic. But we cannot do this
important work without your
understands the importance of
help.
lifting each other up, helping in
It’s hard to think about hungry
extraordinary ways and being the
families
right here in our own
face of hope.
community;
children who are
Thank you for uniting for
abused
and
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people
our community and the people
unable
to
access
health
care or
in it as we fight for the health,
suffering
from
mental
health
education, financial stability and
challenges; and mothers and
basic needs of every person.
children that need a place safe
With the unbelievable series
from domestic violence.
of crises over the last sixteen
Now the needs of those most
months…tornado, flood, hail
vulnerable
are even more real,
and pandemic…we are all
relevant
and
amplified. Our
challenged in new ways. And
agency
partners
are seeing a surge
some communities might throw
in
requests
for
extraordinary,
up their hands and be tempted
unprecedented services. Last
to give up or give in. But that’s
year I remember saying that the

2019 campaign was the most
important in our history…but I
think most would agree this year’s
campaign is the most important
in United Way of Central
Missouri’s 95-year history because
every person, family, business and
organization has been impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Our goal for the 2020 United
Way Campaign is to raise $2.1
million--a goal level with the
2019 campaign. Last year the
United Way campaign raised
just over $2.1 million, and $1.5
million came from individuals
who believed in the importance
of taking care of their neighbors,
friends, and community
members—many people they
may never meet! That’s the power
of a caring community! With
your help we will reach that goal
and our efforts to strengthen
our safety net resources that
help those most vulnerable and
those who are experiencing new
vulnerabilities from COVID-19
and from unforeseen crises ahead.
Given our Dr. Seuss-themed
campaign, we have relied heavily
on Dr. Seuss’ wisdom and
whimsical sense of humor over
the last many months. So allow
me to close with some of his
profound wisdom, “If someone
like you doesn’t care a whole
awful lot, nothing’s going to get
better. It’s just not!”
Thank you for being a
community that Cares a Whole
Awful Lot! We are grateful for
each and every one of you!

on our community to help us
finish this campaign strongly.
Our campaign theme this year
is Dr. Seuss with the slogan “Oh,
the Places We’ll Go!” – a play on
words of one of Dr. Seuss’ most
famous books “Oh, the Places
You’ll Go!” You’ve probably seen
some of the Dr. Seuss signage and
building decor around town and
wondered what that was all about.
We always strive to make it fun!
If your workplace does not
currently participate in the United
Way Campaign, I invite you to
contact our office for information
on how to become involved. We
would be glad to visit with you
on how you could host a virtual
campaign that could include a
customized online giving page
specific to your organization
and hosted on the United Way
of Central Missouri’s website.
United Way giving campaigns
are an activity that employees of
every level and location (even
remote) can do together to build
community and boost morale.
If you are looking for some
other ways to support the
Campaign, please visit one (or

many) of the participating Dine
United restaurants between
now and the end of November.
Whether you dine in, drive thru
or order ‘togo’, your support of
these businesses also benefits
the United Way. You can find
those restaurants at www.
unitedwaycemo.org/dineunited-2020.
The pandemic has certainly
created some hardship and
obstacles, but it is important to
remember our slogan “Oh, the
Places We’ll Go!” because it is
also creating opportunities to

Live United. Together we will
unite to make our community
a place with warm beds, full
tummies, and a safe place to
go after school. A place with
affordable daycare, mentors and
healthy homes. A place of hope.
Together we will make sure the
work of the United Way and all
of our health and human service
agency partners continues.
Together we will Live United.
“There are far better things
ahead than any we leave behind.”
C.S. Lewis

Improving Health & Wellbeing
Through United Way
Herb B. Kuhn,
President and CEO,
Missouri Hospital Association

This year’s campaign theme,
“Oh, the places we’ll go,” is
reflective of the changing role
of hospitals. Certainly, hospitals
will always provide lifesaving
emergency care 24-7 and treat all
manner of illnesses, regardless
of an individual’s ability to pay.
However, in addition to these
traditional roles, hospitals
are increasingly reaching into
the communities they serve
to understand and reduce the
causes of illness that lead to poor
overall health, reduced quality of
life and early mortality.
The Missouri Hospital
Association’s role as a United
Way of Central Missouri
Pacesetter reflects our
organizational commitment
to health improvement locally
and throughout the state. As a
trade association, we support
hospitals statewide by helping
them effectively serve their
communities. However, the
majority of our employees live
and work in mid-Missouri and
are proud to support United Way
programs that strengthen and
improve lives close to home.
As an advocacy organization,
Missouri Hospital Association
(MHA) provides research to
shape the conversation about
health statewide — from kitchen
tables in homes throughout our
communities to the halls of the
Missouri Capitol and beyond.
This research allows individuals,
hospitals and other stakeholders
to develop tools to understand
health needs locally. And, it is
driving the transformation of
hospitals and the health care
organizations — from actors in a
system that provides care, to one
that helps deliver better health.
Understanding that health
is influenced upstream of the
hospital or physician’s office —
that it starts in the communities
where we live, work and
play — makes the work of the
United Way very relevant to
improving health. In health care,
we call these factors the social
determinants of health.

Missouri Hospital Association supports the Dr. Seuss-themed
United Way Campaign by decorating one of the hat lawn
templates and displaying it at its Country Club Drive location.
Access and early intervention
are essential. The long-term cost
of not addressing a learning
disability, unhealthy behaviors
or poor nutrition is very high.
The United Way helps fund
programs that address these and
many of the other challenges
that can reduce health and
wellbeing throughout an
individual’s life. MHA’s
commitment to the United Way
as a Pacesetter is emblematic
— as a representative of
our hospitals locally and all
Missouri’s hospitals — of
our goal of improving health
upstream of the clinical
environment.
Another Seussism is, “You’ll
miss the best things if you
keep your eyes shut.” MHA
partners with our hospitals
and other stakeholders to
help Missourians understand
social determinants. One of
these partnerships — with
the Missouri Foundation for
Health — includes public
access to data on community
health down to the ZIP code
level. This resource can assist
local leaders, community
organizations and health care
partners in understanding the
investments that are most likely
to improve health. Through
ExploreMOHealth.com, all
Missourians can review the
factors that drive improved
or poorer health in their
community.
Hospitals and physicians can’t
improve health independently.

Even when a patient is delivered
the best possible care, their
outcome is often dependent
upon the support systems
available to ensure they can heal
properly and stay healthy. These
community-based assets — in
part provided by United Way
agencies — enhance hospitals’
and physicians’ ability to deliver
health and wellness.
When an at-risk child finds
a mentor or advocate, a family
gains access to healthy food,
or an individual finds access to
the care they need to manage
their health, our communities
are stronger for that assistance.
Hospitals have an important
role to play in improving and
maintaining health. In some
cases, the best approach is
working with partners like
the United Way to deliver
the essential services at the
individual level that reduce the
need for care overall.
MHA employees contribute
toward the pacesetter
goal through individual
contributions. As members
of both the central Missouri
community and the health
care community, we realize
how important United Way
agencies are to community
betterment. At the same time,
we understand that for our local
hospitals — and all hospitals
— to succeed, the communitybased framework of services that
positively influence health must
be in place.
Health care is exceptionally
personal. Sometimes the best
medicine is holding a patient’s
hand or listening to their story.
Continued on Page 3
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2020 Campaign Leadership Team

Our Campaign Leadership Team is led by the United Way Campaign Co-Chairs. It gives us great pleasure to announce Doug Otto, American Family Insurance-Doug Otto Agency and Sally Moore, Capital
Region Medical Center as the 2020 United Way of Central Missouri Campaign Co-Chairs! The Campaign Leadership Team is comprised of passionate, dedicated volunteers that help the United Way reach
hundreds of organizations in our community by meeting with business leaders to seek their support and assist internal Campaign leaders to plan successful workplace Campaigns. They are the face and voice
of the Campaign, and we are so grateful for these volunteers!

2020 Campaign Co-Chairs: Doug Otto, American Family Insurance-Doug Otto Agency and Sally Moore, Capital Region Medical Center
Matt Amick,
Missouri Soybean Association

Kathi Harness,
Harness & Associates

Brad Shimmens,
National Biodiesel Board

Greg Benton,
IBEW Local #2

Darren Heckman,
High 5 Communications

Gaye Suggett,
Ameren Missouri

Amy Berendzen,
Office of Lieutenant Governor Mike Kehoe

Lori Hoelscher,
Ameren Missouri

Crystal Tellman,
Hawthorn Bank

Ashli Bowman,
Bowman Realty

Mike Hoelscher,
Legends Bank

Brinn Thorsten,
Central Bancompany

Stacy Brown,
Jefferson Bank

Lindsay Huhman,
Capital Region Medical Center

Lonna Trammell,
Ameren Missouri

Sarah Cain,
Capital Machine Company

Claudia Kehoe,
Community Volunteer

Connie Vaughan,
Candlewood Suites

Sharon Campbell,
Missouri Farm Bureau

John Kehoe,
Osage Ambulances

Abbey Verslues,
Special Learning Center

Aubrey Krcmar,
Ameren Missouri

Leslie Verslues,
Wallstreet Group

Ashley Eveler,
Brown Printing

Stephanie Lehmen,
C&S Business Services

Arlene Vogel,
Central Bank

Ryan Freeman,
Freeman Mortuary

Rebecca Martin,
News Tribune

Janet Wear-Enloe,
SSM Health - St. Mary’s Hospital

Mindie Friederich,
Jefferson City School District

Derek Schnieders,
GFI Digital

Harold Westhues,
Community Volunteer

Ryann Gildersleeve,
KMIZ/Networks of Mid-Missouri

Zac Schoene,
Wallstreet Group

Ann Whaley,
Community Volunteer

Nancy Gratz,
Gratz Real Estate & Auctioneering

Cindy Schuelein,
Mid America Bank

Allyn Witt,
Keller Williams Realty

Brooke Doerhoff,
Missouri Hospital Association
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What’s Happening with United Way
Our COVID-19 Response
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“Health and Wellbeing” Continued from Page 1
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That intimacy — the patient and health care
provider connection — could be best encapsulated
in another phrase from Dr. Seuss: “To the world
you may be one person; but to one person you
may be the world.” Seuss’s words also affirm our
commitment to treat each and every patient and
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member of our community with respect and
dignity.
MHA is proud to be a partner with the United
Way of Central Missouri and a Pacesetter
organization for the annual campaign. Together,
“Oh, the places we’ll go.”
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Congratulations United Way Hat Contest Winners!
United Way of Central Missouri is grateful to Septagon Construction for providing the Dr. Seuss hat
templates. Area businesses and United Way partner agencies accepted the challenge to decorate them
to show their support for the United Way and raise awareness for the 2020 Campaign. Decorated
hats were eligible to enter in the United Way of Central Missouri’s Hat Contest, with five winning

Dr. Seuss-themed categories: The Spazzim (Most Decorated), The Seussy (Most Dr. Seuss), The
Diffendoofer (Most Unique), The Super-Zooper (Most United Way) and The Stoopendous (Overall
Best). Congratulations to the winning hats, and thank you to all the organizations that decorated one!

The Spazzim,
Most Decorated

The Seussy,
Most Dr. Seuss

Congratulations!

Modern Litho/
Brown Printing

The Super-Zooper,
Most United Way
Congratulations!

The Special
Learning Center

2020
UW Pacesetter

All Dr. Seuss
Hat
Locations
Visit the following businesses/organizations

1115 Fairgrounds
Road

The Diffendoofer,
Most Unique

411 Madison
Street

to see their United Way Dr. Seuss Hats!

Congratulations!

Providence
Bank
300 Ellis
Boulevard

The Stoopendous,
Overall Best

Big Brothers Big Sisters

JCMG

Boys & Girls Club

Jefferson Bank

Capital City CASA

Jefferson City Area YMCA

Capital Region Medical Center

Mid America Bank

Capitol Projects

Missouri Farm Bureau

Central Bank

Missouri Hospital Association

Central Missouri Foster Care &

Modern Litho/Brown Printing

Adoption Association
Central Technology Services

Providence Bank

City of Jefferson

Schnucks

Community Health Center

Special Learning Center

Compass Health Network

SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital

Council for Drug Free Youth

The Salvation Army

Dreams to Reality

Three Rivers Electric

Girl Scouts

Congratulations!

Homemaker Health Care
Huber & Associates

The City of
Jefferson
401 Monroe
Street

Congratulations!

Jefferson
Bank
700B Southwest
Boulevard
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Congratulations!

Debbie Hamler

Special Learning Center Foundation
Executive Director
Start Date: October 1

Major Curtiss Hartley

The Salvation Army
Area Coordinator for Central Missouri
Start Date: July 1

Stephanie Johnson

The Special Learning Center
Executive Director
Start Date: October 1

The Salvation Army
Area Business Administrator
Start Date: July 1

Kevin Kohler

Council for Drug Free Youth
Executive Director
Start Date: August 17

Interview with
United Way Board Member

Dr. Larry Linthacum,
JC Schools
Tell us about you/your family
I have been married to Angie
for 22 years, and we have four
children: Micah (sophomore
at Mizzou), Sarah (senior at
Jefferson City High School),
Hannah (sophomore at Jefferson
City High School) and William
(8th grader at Thomas Jefferson).
Profession
I am the Superintendent of JC
Schools.
Community involvement
I am a Board Member for the
United Way, member of Capital
West Christian Church, Board
Member for the Jefferson City
Area Chamber of Commerce,

member of the Host Lions Club,
member of the Downtown
Rotary Club, member of the
Board of Governors for Capital
Region Medical Center and a
Board Member for the YMCA.
Why did you say yes when
asked to be on the Board?
I firmly believe in the mission
of the United Way, which is to
work together and fight for the
basic needs of every person
in central Missouri--which
includes a quality education for
every student. I have seen firsthand the positive impact the
United Way has provided our
families within our educational
community. We value our
partnership with the United
Way and look forward to
strengthening this relationship
and working ‘Stronger
Together’.
Favorite thing about the
United Way
They believe in working
‘Stronger Together’ that aligns
with our district motto. They
have a ‘can do’ attitude of rolling
up their sleeves to make it
happen for our community.
What has been the school’s
role during COVID?
We are trying to provide
stability to our families through
our school system during these

Major Sandy Hartley

challenging times of COVID.
Whether learning at home or at
school, we must ensure learning
and engage our families as we
raise the bar with pride through
excellence!
What has been the best
positive change at the schools
that has come as a result of
COVID?
It has been great to see
our school community work
‘Stronger Together’ to ensure
a safe learning environment
for our school families. We
developed our reentry plans
through input from our
stakeholders. We know the
pandemic could change at
any time, but the staff and
parent input helped provide a
framework for plans to ensure
our schools would remain open.
Biggest learning curve this
year?
The challenge of ensuring
learning while students are not at
school and learning virtually.
Most proud of from this year?
Despite the challenges and
uncertainties across the country
from COVID, we have been
able to kick off our school year
successfully and provide a stable
learning environment at all 18
schools.

Alden Henrickson

Congratulations on your upcoming
retirement!
Current Position: Rape & Abuse Crisis
Service Executive Director
Retirement Date:
December 31, 2020

Wade Middaugh

Boys & Girls Club
Chief Executive Officer
Start Date: October 1

Angela Hirsch

Rape & Abuse Crisis Service
Executive Director
Start Date: October 1

Joy Sweeney

Congratulations on your new position
with Community Anti-Drug Coalitions
of America.
We are grateful for your 11 years of
service as the Council for Drug Free
Youth Executive Director!

Grants Help Keep Families
in their Homes
Tina Mollenkamp,
Executive Director,
Common Ground
Recently, whether in response
to a tornado, massive flooding,
or a coronavirus, we have seen
how strong Jefferson City is in
supporting our neighbors who
have lost their homes or their
jobs. After any disaster, people
help their neighbors save and
salvage what they can and,
more importantly, survive the
storm. United Way of Central
Missouri is proud to partner
with so many health and human
service agencies that respond
to the lasting needs caused by
disasters—including Common
Ground Community Building.
Common Ground is a small
nonprofit started by several
churches in 2012 and supported
generously by local churches
and the larger community since
then. Our mission is to provide
an innovative and relationshipfocused approach to addressing
the needs of our neighbors living
in poverty and experiencing or
facing homelessness. Of course,
it’s not just tornados and floods
that impact housing. Some
disasters are more private-unexpected car repairs, health
issues, disabilities, or a job or
business lost to COVID. All of
these can leave families without
enough money to pay expenses
like rent and utilities, or even
leave them homeless. Common
Ground is part of the response to
private disasters, too.
Common Ground helps
people in the Jefferson City
School District through two
major giving initiatives—the
Benevolence Fund and the
Families Forward Housing
Program. Common Ground
doesn’t receive any regular
government funding, so we are
flexible and able to follow the
current needs in the community.
We partner with most of the
major health and human service
agencies in the community to
make our assistance effective and
efficient.
Common Ground’s
Benevolence Fund provides
temporary financial assistance
and professional resource
counseling to families in the
Jefferson City School District.
This help is for utilities, rent,
transportation, birth certificates,
state ID, and other types of
assistance as determined on a
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Volunteers Vicki Myers and Deacon Paula Hartsfield discuss the
best way to help a client.

Care Coordinator Kate Amick and volunteer Sharon Nelson
demonstrate how Kate is safely meeting with clients during
COVID.
case-by-case basis. As expected,
with COVID the needs in
the community have greatly
increased. People who have
never asked for help before are
coming to ask for help paying
bills. Like in other times of
disaster, other folks are asking
how they can help. New donors
are making their first gift.
Established donors are digging
deeper to give a little more.
In August, the United Way
of Central Missouri awarded
Common Ground a $10,000
grant to help those affected
by COVID, and that money is
being put directly back into the
community—paying rent and
utilities to keep people safely in
their homes.
Families Forward is a
program aimed at helping
families transition from
homelessness to independent
living. Eligible participants
must currently be homeless or
face imminent eviction, have
at least one child in the home
under 18 years of age, and have
sustainable monthly income. It
provides advice, information
and referral, goal-setting
assistance, and follow-up. The
program also provides financial
support to help cover rent,
but in amounts that decrease
gradually as the family becomes

independent by the end of
twelve months. In 2020 we will
graduate eight families that
entered the program in 2019. A
recent graduate of the program
said, “The program saved us.
I didn’t see any hope until we
got help. I had never applied
for assistance before this. This
program was a blessing. The
program did more for us than
our friends and family did. We
can’t thank you enough.”
In June, United Way awarded
Common Ground with a grant
which will fund two families
for a year. Those two families
include a family that had moved
to Jefferson City a year ago but
never got back on their feet
and a family whose hours had
been cut during COVID. Both
families were welcomed into the
program and are on their way
to independence. With other
private funding we will bring a
total of six families into Families
Forward in 2020. Funding for
each family varies, depending on
their need, but about $5,500 will
take a family from homelessness
to stability and independence.
United Way also provided
several other grants to Common
Ground over the years to assist
with this and other important
Continued on Page 6
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“Home Grants” Continued from Page 5
programs to serve those most vulnerable in our
community.
A beautiful part of Common Ground is the
more than 50 volunteers that support the three
part-time staff members and help keep the
organization running smoothly. Volunteers do
everything from mowing the lawn to answering
the phones to serving on the board. Back in
March, the Coronavirus sent volunteers and staff
home, but it didn’t shut us down. We continued
to help by phone and through email. By the

beginning of June, we had built enough virus
safeguards that we could resume seeing people in
person.
To learn more about how you can get involved
at Common Ground you can call us at 573522-4314. You can sign up for our newsletter or
request assistance on our website at www.cgcb.org.
Donations can also be made through the website,
Facebook, or mailed to us at 1015 East Atchison
Street, Jefferson City, MO 65109.

Planning your final wishes
removes the burden from your
family during a difficult time.
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On fuel + GeT GreaT perks

Call Lindsey Rowden, our Family Care
Specialist, to start the conversation.

This year, members
have saved

Over $228,068
On fuel wiTh Their
perks card.

FreemanMortuary.com | 573-636-5533

3721 w. Truman blvd. Jefferson ciTy
hy-vee.com
573-635-2468
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