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Challenges Bring Out Our Best

Chip Webb,
Ameren Missouri
United Way Board Chairman
There will come a time when
May 22, 2019 will be a distant
memory for most of us and the
scars left by the tornado barely
visible. That time is still in the
future. And for the survivors, the
mental scars left from the terror
of that night may never fully
heal. But a lot of incredible work
is still being done by the United
Way and many of its partner
agencies as part of the Long Term
Recovery effort.
I continue to hear stories from
the tornado that grip my heart.
Some are heart wrenching, some
are truly inspirational. Some are
both. I had the opportunity to
attend the River City Habitat for
Humanity “Road to Recovery”
Luncheon on September 24.
Tornado survivor Natalie Walker
shared her amazing story of the
terror of living through a tornado
and barely getting herself and
6 children to the basement, the
heartache of losing everything
and trying to understand “why
me”, the amazing outreach
from friends, neighbors and the
community, and finally being
able to reconcile it all through

her faith in God. She is truly
inspirational.
This has been a very
challenging year for Central
Missouri and Central Missourians
have risen to the challenge!
Donations of time, money and
basic necessities to support
those impacted by the tornado
and historic flooding have been
amazing.
Disaster Recovery will continue
to be the main priority for United
Way as our community recovers
and rebuilds, but we also cannot
let it overshadow the importance
of this year’s campaign. The needs
of our agencies have only been
amplified as the struggles in our
community have grown as a result
of the tornado and the flooding.
That is why it is critical we are
able to reach our campaign goal
of $2.1 million so we can meet
our financial commitment to our
partner agencies and support the
important work they are doing.
You may have seen the many
carousel horses displayed around
the community celebrating the
“Circus” theme for this year’s
campaign. As usual, the campaign
committee led by Co-Chairs
Missy Dunn and Doug Otto
has created a fun and exciting
“spectacle” to dazzle the citizens
of Central Missouri. “The
Greatest Gift on Earth” is the gift
this community gives every year
in the form of donations and
volunteer hours. A BIG shout
out to Septagon Construction
for donating the carrousel horse
cutouts!
The 2019 Campaign Kickoff
was held on August 29th. The
Kickoff signals the end of the
Pacesetter’s Campaign and the
beginning of the Community
Campaign. The Pacesetters did

United Way of Central Missouri is in the midst of its 2019 United Way Campaign. This year’s theme
is ‘Circus’ and the slogan is ‘The Greatest Gift on Earth’ – which is helping people!
what they signed up to do. They
raised an amazing $1,006,207-or 48%--of the campaign goal!
Many businesses saw a significant
increase in their total donations
compared to last year. Our
Pacesetters are very innovative
with their campaigns and make it
fun for employees to be involved.
We so appreciate the tremendous
job they do every year to kick off
the campaign. They jumpstart the
campaign and create the energy,
enthusiasm, and momentum for
the Community Campaign.
Some great examples are:
Williams-Keepers did an
Accountant Olympics, Wallstreet
Group did a garage sale, SSM
Hospital had a Trivia Contest,
Schnucks had a communitywide circus in their parking lot,

Osage Ambulance had an Axe
Throwing Contest, Jefferson
City Autoplex donated $100 for
every new vehicle sold in July,
Hawthorn Bank had a Pie in
the Face Contest, Cole County
Government sponsored Cole
County Day at the Springfield
Cardinals, Capital Region
Medical Center had an employee
BBQ fundraiser, Cargill had a
Hog Raffle and Taco Tuesdays,
Central Bank and CTS had a
dunk tank and carnival, Jefferson
Bank had an Obstacle Course,
JCMG had Food Truck Days
and a Vendor Day, GFI had
carnival games and a costume
competition and Providence
Bank had a themed basket
fundraiser. Wow…. That’s a lot
of creative and fun ideas to build

engagement around the United
Way Campaign!
The best way to generate
energy around the United
Way Campaign is through a
workplace campaign. At Ameren
Missouri, we start building
excitement around the United
Way Campaign in July through
corporate email correspondence
and flyers that are posted at
the various company facilities.
Following the corporate kickoff
at the end of August, the local
workgroups schedule rallies
where we bring in United Way
staff and United Way agency
representatives to share stories
that demonstrate the need in
the community. We also ask coworkers who have been impacted
by a United Way agency to share

their stories. These stories are the
catalyst for rallying co-workers
around the United Way cause.
United Way staff and co-chairs
Missy Dunn and Doug Otto
are on track to attend over 200
workplace rallies this year. Those
workplace rallies truly make a
difference!
I encourage businesses to host
a workplace campaign. If you are
interested and need help getting
started, call the United Way office
at 573-636-4100.
The Community Campaign
is in full swing with businesses
around Central Missouri doing
the amazing things they do
to support the needs of this
community. As you think about
your donation this year, please
think about the challenges this
community has faced. Think
about the tornado and flood
survivors and how their lives
have forever changed. As I have
told my co-workers at Ameren
Missouri “Give what you have the
ability to give, but give with your
heart and not your head”.
This has been an amazing year
for Central Missouri. We have
been through a lot. The challenges
we faced have brought out the
best in all of us! In closing, I
would like to thank all of the
United Way supporters and the
many volunteers who serve.
Without you, we could not do
what we do best… fight for the
health, education, financial
stability and the basic needs of
every person in our community.
Central Missouri is a great place
to call home!
Remember to GIVE,
ADVOCATE and VOLUNTEER!
On behalf of the United Way of
Central Missouri, thank you for
your generous support!

The Most Important Campaign Red Cross Provides Help and Hope
in our History
Sharon Watson,
Red Cross Chief Communications & Marketing Officer

into something even greater.
Total strangers cut up brush,
picked up debris, fed and hugged
total strangers. It’s no surprise
given this caring community….
it’s something that makes me so
proud and I will never forget.
United Way staff ’s role in
disaster recovery was to stay in
our lanes and provide support
where and when appropriate.
Given our mission is to mobilize
people and resources—second to
taking care of disaster survivors,
mobilizing volunteers and
resources was our first priority.
Ann Bax,
Another important role of
United Way President
the United Way is to convene
I have had the privilege to
agencies and stakeholders around
serve in my role with the United
important critical issues and
Way for almost ten years. It has
unmet needs to best serve the
been humbling and life changing.
community and best utilize the
But never so humbling and life
charitable dollar--so now United
changing as the last four months
Way is focused on joining hands
after the May 22 EF3 tornado that
and forces with agencies and
tore through our Cole and Miller
faith-based groups around the
county communities. We saw a
community to address long term
remarkable community transform
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recovery through the efforts of
the newly formed Cole and Miller
County Long Term Recovery
Committee. The committee was
formed based on best practices
and protocols from SEMA and
National VOAD (Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster)
to ensure disaster survivors are
best served and to be accountable
to our amazing donors. Catholic
Charities, deemed by SEMA
as the case managers, will lead
case management given they are
trained and experienced at this
effort. One hundred percent of
the over $300,000 in funds raised
through the United Way of Central
Missouri Disaster Recovery Fund
will be vetted through this Long
Term Recovery Committee based
on the case management through
Catholic Charities to ensure
disaster survivors are best served.
In addition to the funds raised
through the United Way Disaster

Continued on Page 2

As disasters struck across
central and northern Missouri this
year, local American Red Cross
volunteers and staff jumped into
action to help those devastated by
the May 22 tornado in Jefferson
City and the flooding throughout
central and northern Missouri
that followed.
On June, 1, 2019, Red Cross volunteers collected data for the
With an increasing number
disaster assessments in a neighborhood in Eldon after being
of disasters, the Red Cross relies
struck by a tornado.
heavily on its volunteers and
large scale disasters and the many and staff were challenged to
donors to help carry out its
mission and ensure that those who communities affected.
meet an extensive need in
During the local tornado
Central Missouri and I am so
need help, receive it. The mission
of the Red Cross is to prevent and and flooding, Red Cross teams
incredibly proud of our team’s
alleviate human suffering in the
opened shelters to provide those accomplishments,” said Abigail
face of emergencies by mobilizing affected with a warm meal and a Anderson, Executive Director
the power of volunteers and the
place to sleep. Shelters were kept of the Central and Northern
generosity of donors.
open as long as there was a need. Missouri Red Cross chapter.
Red Cross disaster assessment
“There was a time when key
More than 90 percent of the
American Red Cross workforce
teams spread out through the
members of our Disaster
is volunteers. Last year, across the community to document the
Action Team were asked to
deploy in response to a series of
nation, nearly 372,000 individuals damages and determine the
volunteered their time to support
need for assistance and get a
natural disasters: Iowa flooding
sense of the recovery steps the
in April, Central Missouri
the Red Cross – an increase over
previous years largely resulting
community would need to take. tornadoes in May and Cooper
from the frequency and severity of
“This past year our volunteers
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“We Were Hurt”

The Salvation Army Jefferson City First Response Team was hard at work in the days and weeks
following the tornado that devastated Jefferson City and Eldon. (Front row: Lt. Grant Holloway,
Kylie Platt, Gretchen Luke; Back row: Sherita Bradshaw-Jackson, Lori Benson, Major Jack L.
Holloway, Major Nancy Holloway, and Major Paul Ferguson.)
Major Jack L. Holloway
The Salvation Army
Mid Missouri Area Business
Administrator

set up a shelter and feeding site
at the community center. A
second shelter was opened in
a designated building at the
elementary school.
Chief Vernon, his wife and I
drove through neighborhoods.
We saw some trees and badly
damaged homes while next door,
houses were missed by mere
feet. Neighbors checked on each
other, many expressing concern
for those around them who they
felt were worse off. One woman
offered to share medical oxygen
tanks to anyone who might need
them.
And cleanup had already
begun.
Around 1:30 The Salvation
Army had hot food ready
for Eldon’s victims and those
helping them. For several days
afterwards we made at least two
runs to make sure they had what
was needed.
By that first nightfall 400 meals
along with snacks and water had
been given out to first responders
and people in the various
shelters.
I started attending morning
and afternoon briefings at the
Emergency Operations Center
in Jefferson City. The Salvation
Army, United Way, Red Cross,
representatives from the
Baptist and Adventist recovery
organizations, city and state
officials and others gathered with
police, fire and city response
teams. It was very humbling
to be part of that group. The
immediate emphasis was on

cleaning up and getting back to
some semblance of “normal” as
quickly as possible.
At one of those initial meetings
a police official shared the need
for sunscreen. It was one of
those things no one had really
thought about but was wanted by
officers manning various security
checkpoints. I called our team
and arranged to have a case
delivered.
The Salvation Army’s response
to disasters is usually to support
first responders and be available
to those impacted by the event.
Again, in the aftermath of these
tragedies, water, snacks and
meals were made available but
also the presence of compassion.
I was soon back in Eldon.
For only a few moments I met
again with the fire chief. On
leaving I asked if he would
mind if we prayed together. We
stood by his truck and he made
a comment I will never forget,
“We know people pray for us.
It’s something else entirely for
someone to pray with us.”
In that moment I felt his
burden had been lightened a
little but he had also given me a
renewed sense of my mission for
that time.
My wife had been asked by a
friend in Columbia to check on
her elderly uncle. He lives in a
small community just north of
Eldon. I met “Richard” while he
was sitting in a minivan taking
an oxygen treatment.
His roof lost shingles. A front
window had been broken. The

When people think of The
Salvation Army in Jefferson City,
they usually think of the food
pantry, social services, the Center
of Hope emergency shelter, thrift
store and Christmas kettles.
Less known is the Army’s
significant organizational
involvement with emergency
disaster responses.
For several weeks before the
tornado, our attention was on the
flooding. The rising water was
being watched very cautiously
because it would probably
displace people The Salvation
Army needed to be prepared to
help.
The day after the tornado hit,
the focus completely changed.
Very early that morning I
drove into Jefferson City from
Columbia. The first thing to be
done was check on our shelter to
see if there was any damage or
injuries.
The director told us that during
the storm all of our residents
had been moved downstairs for
safety. About ten neighbors came
in, too; two families and a few
individuals.
The worst the Army suffered
was a several hour power outage,
loss of internet service and some
broken tree limbs. There was a
great deal of debris around the
property but no damage to either
building.
Incredibly, and coincidentally,
only two days before flashlights
had been purchased for a “just in
case” need at the shelter.
We contacted city officials and
first responders. How could The
Salvation Army serve and be
there for them?
Our divisional headquarters in
St. Louis was called for support
vehicles and disaster workers.
Two canteens and additional
volunteers arrived later that day.
The damage downtown was
awful. The loss south of town was
shocking. It was hard to believe
nobody had been killed.
Eldon had been badly
damaged. By 10:30 am I was
there meeting the fire chief,
Volunteer Sherita Bradshaw-Jackson helping a young mother and
Randy Vernon, and members
her baby in the aftermath of the May 22 EF3 tornado that struck
of the local Lions Club who had
mid-Missouri.

carport on the north side of the
house was gone. A structure
next to that was destroyed. There
was a very large tree uprooted on
the south side of the home which
just missed hitting it.
I called my wife to tell her
about the visit and for her to let
the friend know her uncle was
fine, all things considered.
Homes and properties around
Richard were not quite as lucky.
On another day I visited
United Way President, Ann Bax,
in her office. The United Way
had become a hub of community
tornado support and activity.
Among other things they helped
coordinate volunteers and made
sure donations went where they
could best be used. United Way’s
phones were manned by friends
from Central Bank to help keep
up with the volume of calls.
I wanted to make sure she
knew what The Salvation Army
was doing, but we needed to

know what else was happening
throughout the area and how we
could serve together.
The United Way of Central
Missouri is a great partner with
The Salvation Army. This event
showed me even more the United
Way’s strength and dedication to
this community. Questions to
me were simply, “What do you
need?”, “What can we do to help
you?”
I gained a greater appreciation
of Ann’s leadership and the rest
of her staff. My pastoral side also
asked her the question, “How are
you doing?”
In all honesty, everybody was
getting tired but none of us could
stop because our neighbors,
friends and family had been hurt
and needed help.
I would end asking those who
read this to please be generous to
The Salvation Army, United Way
and all of the partner agencies.
You have no idea how the life of

someone else may be impacted,
or maybe someone in your own
family, or even yourself.
And not only when disaster
strikes.

Salvation Army volunteer
Sherita Bradshaw-Jackson
looks at the tornado
devastation at Hawthorne Park
Apartments in Jefferson City.

Important Campaign (continued)
Recovery Fund after the tornado
and flooding, the United Way
has designated an additional
$200,000 to disaster recovery
from funding provided by the
United Way of Central Missouri’s
Foundation. The Foundation was
formed in 2003 as a safety net in
the event of a catastrophic event,
and so the Foundation Board
unanimously agreed to take
$200,000 from the Foundation
and replenish funds used by the
United Way of Central Missouri
for Community Support Grants
to 25 health and human service
agencies which were vetted
and approved just prior to the
tornado. A portion of this
$200,000 will be used to fund
one-time Disaster Recovery
Grant opportunities for 501(c)(3)
non-profit agencies in the United
Way of Central Missouri’s service
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area. The grants are intended
to support agency’s disaster
recovery programs, capacity and
operational needs and our hope
is that these grants will allow
agencies to address additional
needs they have experienced as
a result of the recent disasters.
Additional funds are being
utilized to directly assist disaster
survivors to recover and rebuild.
But amidst United Way’s
disaster recovery work,
we cannot lose sight of the
importance of the 2019 United
Way of Central Missouri
campaign--because now the
needs of our partner agencies
are increased. The needs that
existed before are still very real
and relevant. So this is one of
the most important campaigns
in United Way history. This
disaster created new and urgent

needs for our neighbors, our
friends and people whose
names we may never know. So
thank you to our Pacesetters
who finished their campaign in
August and raised $1,006,207–
which is almost half of our
campaign goal! And thank you
to the individuals and businesses
who will give through the
community campaign and help
us meet and exceed our $2.1
million campaign goal!
To all of our supporters,
advocates and friends….
Thank you for recognizing the
power that comes from a shared
purpose….
For believing we are always
stronger together than we are
alone…..
For understanding that in truly
great communities we take care
of each other!
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What’s Happening with United Way
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and Howard County flooding
in June. Many took extensive
time away from their families
to serve; an incredible sacrifice
that demonstrates the tenacious
humanitarian spirit of our chapter.
In the midst of these disasters, our
chapter became more efficient,
served more people than ever
before and exponentially grew in
leadership.”
As a partner agency of the
United Way, the Red Cross
collaborated with several
organizations to ensure the variety
of needs were met. While Red
Cross is able to offer immediate
shelter needs, other organizations
stepped in to provide long-term
housing assistance, clothing, or
other items to help going into
the weeks and months after the
disasters. Coming together with
United Way partners is essential
following disasters because each
partner can work to address the
different challenges the residents
have.
Multi-Agency Resource
Centers, or MARCs, were set up
in the affected communities along
with the United Way partner
agencies, FEMA, state and county
government and religious-based
organizations to meet with
affected residents one-on-one and
determine any other assistance
that might be available to them.
Responding to the needs of the
community following a disaster
is truly a team effort that starts
with volunteers and donors who
ensure the Red Cross has the
resources for its mission, and it
continues with the many Red
Cross partners including United
Way who provide support through
a number of organizations that
offer additional help.
The Central and Northern
Missouri Red Cross Chapter
(CNMO) has offices in Columbia
and Jefferson City and is credited
with the following in fiscal year
2019:
• Trained and engaged more
than 400 active volunteers
• Responded to more than 200
disasters in the chapter, including
home fires

Garrett Sommer, age 11, with the help of his mother, Heather
Irvin, donated the proceeds of his lemonade stand to the Red
Cross and received a blanket from volunteer Donna Sommer in
appreciation of his generosity.
• Assisted more than 1,200
people following local disasters
• Installed nearly 700 smoke
alarms as part of the Home Fire
Campaign
• Created more than 300 plans
for home fire preparedness
• Enrolled more than 9,000
people in health and safety
courses
• Enrolled nearly 8,000 people
in First Aid, CPR and AED
• Enrolled more than 1,000
people in water safety/aquatics
• Provided more than 2,300
emergency case services to
military and family members
• Provided nearly 450 critical
care case services to military and
family members
• Collected more than 38,400
units of blood.
The CNMO chapter is part of

a larger region encompassing
Missouri and Arkansas. The
MOAR region led the country
with more than 3,300 home
fire responses last year, came
in second in the country in
the number of youth reached
through the Pillowcase Program
(i.e. more than 10,000 kids were
trained in preparedness), and
the region came in third in the
country with more than 15,000
smoke alarms installed in homes.
Also, in the Missouri-Arkansas
region, volunteers contributed
nearly 224,000 hours which is the
equivalent of almost $5.7 million
dollars.
For more information on
Red Cross services or how to
volunteer or donate,
call-1-800-Red-Cross or go to
www.redcross.org.

Abigail Anderson, Executive Director of the Central and
Northern Missouri chapter of the Red Cross, speaks at a news
conference with partner agencies to discuss resources available to
those affected by the May 22 tornado.
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Jefferson City
Coca-Cola Bottling
Co. - The Magician:
Most Unique
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Jefferson City
Coca-Cola Bottling
Company’s carousel
horse was awarded
“The Magician”,
or Most Unique.
It can be found in the
window of the
Coke facility at
604 Jefferson Street.

Modern Litho/
Brown Printing The Big Top:
Most Circus
Modern Litho-Print/
Brown Printing’s
carousel horse was
awarded “The Big Top”,
or Most Circus.
It can be found at
411 Madison Street
in downtown
Jefferson City.
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ITW EAE The Show Stopper:
Most United Way
ITW EAE’s carousel
horse was awarded
“The Show Stopper”, or
Most United Way.
It can be found at
1629 Old South 5
in Camdenton.
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Jefferson City
School District The Ring Master:
Most Team Spirit
The Jefferson City
School District’s
carousel horse
was awarded
“The Ring Master”, or
Most Team Spirited.
It can be found at the
corner of Highway 50
and Madison Street,
just outside the Miller
Performing Arts Center.
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United Way of Central Missouri is grateful to Septagon
Construction for providing the 50 carousel horse
templates. Area businesses and United Way partner
agencies accepted the challenge to decorate them
to show their support for the United Way and raise
awareness for the 2019 Campaign.
Decorated carousel horses were eligible to enter in
the United Way of Central Missouri’s Carousel Horse
Contest, with five winning categories: Most Circus,
Most Team Spirited, Most Unique,
Most United Way and Overall Best.
The winning carousel horses were announced at the
2019 United Way of Central Missouri Community
Campaign Kick-off Luncheon on August 29.
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Special Learning
Center The Seabiscuit:
Overall Best
Special Learning
Center’s carousel horse
was awarded
“The Seabiscuit”, or
Overall Best.
It can be found at
1115 Fairgrounds Road
on the west end of
Jefferson City.
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Interview with the Campaign Co-Chairs

2019 Campaign Co-Chairs, Missy Dunn & Doug Otto
Tell us about you/your family:
Missy: My daughter, Ihler, and
I are two peas in a pod – we
love to celebrate life as much as
possible by creating everyday
adventures with our families and
friends! This is our favorite time
of year - you can find us at every
pumpkin patch, festival and
parade in the region from now
until Christmas!
Doug: I have a lot to be thankful
for, one of those being my
supportive family. My amazing
wife Adrienne and our two
young boys, Hudson (four) and
Maddex (two) give me much
of my drive and perseverance.
When I am not at work or
serving in the community
you can find me enjoying the
outdoors or at the ball fields.
Being outdoors hunting or fly
fishing allows me to get away
and clear my head. I also enjoy

anything sports related, with
baseball being my first love.
Occupation :
Missy: Marketing and Public
Relations Manager at Huber &
Associates
Doug: I am the proud owner
of The Douglas Otto Insurance
Agency, where I have the
pleasure of working alongside
one of the best teams around
that consist of Joey, Sheri, Paul
and Paige. Without them I
wouldn’t be able to do what
I do in the community. We
don’t believe in one size fits all.
Whether you are in the process
of purchasing a home or car,
or even analyzing your life
insurance or business insurance
needs our goal is to give each
customer the information so
they can make an educated
decision.

Community Involvement:
Missy: In addition to being a
co-chair for the 2019 United
Way Campaign, I am also a
member of the United Way
Marketing Committee, and
the host committee for Power
of the Purse. I’m extremely
involved with the Jefferson City
Chamber of Commerce, serving
on their Board of Directors,
this year’s Past Chairman of the
Board for the Chamber’s Young
Professional group and a proud
graduate of their Leadership
Jefferson City program.
Doug: I have been an active
member of the Jefferson City
Area Chamber of Commerce
where I am currently the
President of Young Professionals,
Campaign Co-Chair of United
Way of Central Missouri,
United Way Fund Allocation
volunteer, member of Jefferson
City Rotaract, St. Peters Parish
Council member, and board
member for Working Wheels for
Working Families.

Why are you passionate about
the United Way?
Missy: I love our community and
having the avenue to help those
in need in our own backyard is
something I’m very grateful for.
Doug: If I had to pick one thing
I would have to say it comes
from the number of individuals
that we are helping within the
7 counties of the United Way
service area. I knew I was going
to enjoy this role, but I did not

realize how much my passion
would grow for the organization
until I truly got involved and was
able to see the impact United
Way is making on a daily basis.

What do you wish other people
knew about the United Way?
Missy: How important it is that
they look at our community as
a whole and are able to assess
the needs of all aspects and
demographics! United Way
agencies must go through a
rigorous process each year called
Fund Allocation that ensures
every dollar of United Way
funds are used in the best, most
efficient manner possible.
Doug: This is something I don’t
even know, but I wish everyone
could see the number of people
that are working behind the
scenes to run this campaign.
Throw in what happened on
May 22nd and it is truly amazing
to see our community come
together and work as one. I know
Missy and I get a lot of praise,
but in reality it is everyone
behind the scenes that should be
getting it.
Why did you say YES to the
role of United Way Campaign
Co-Chair?
Missy: I feel so incredibly blessed
to be a United Way Campaign
Co-Chair. It is truly an honor to
be in such great company of the
many greats who stand next to
me and advocate for the United
Way!

Doug: This community means
a lot to me and this was an
opportunity for me to actually
help make a difference, while
setting a good example for my
two boys.
Favorite Campaign moment
so far:
Missy: Having the opportunity
to hear agency leaders speak
(almost daily) at the rallies we
host across the community – is
truly life changing! While the
stories of those in need of our
services can be heartbreaking,
hearing how the United Way
is helping them and saving
lives every day is incredibly
heartwarming and my favorite
thing about the Campaign!
Doug: I am not sure how
someone could pick one. I would
have to say it would have to be
hearing the different stories from
the agencies… or the drumline
performance by the kids at the
Boys and Girls Club!
Thoughts on the campaign
theme: Circus
Missy: I think at our United Way
Victory Celebration that Doug
and I should switch characters.
I’ll be the Ring Master and he
can wear tights and a tutu!
Doug: I know I am biased but I
would say it is the best theme yet.
Who doesn’t like dressing up as a
Ring Master and getting to jump
off of a stage? Throw in that I
haven’t had to wear tights…
Ryan Freeman, last year’s co-
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chair, would agree when I say
that’s a win!
If you could be an act in a
circus, what would you do?
Missy: A lion tamer – they are
such cute cats!
Doug: I would have to say the
High Flying Trapeze Act. Could
you imagine the performance
Missy and I would put on if we
could do this?
Fun fact about you:
Missy: A fun fact about me is
that even though I’m extremely
social, talkative, outgoing and
love to be surrounded by people
– one of my favorite pastimes is
going to the movie theater…by
myself. Seriously, I can be found
at the local movie theater, solo,
with a huge bucket of popcorn
and oversized soda just happy as
a clam!
Doug: I received a Rawlings
Gold Glove in College for top
defensive Shortstop.
Favorite quote or words to live
by:
Missy: Train your mind to the
good in everything. Positivity is
a choice you make and it creates
happiness!
Doug: Get comfortable being
uncomfortable; relationships
over rates; people over profits;
and the biggest lie is the one that
we tell ourselves.

Global Company with a Community Mindset
Megan Weber,
Accountant, and Garrett Dyer,
Manufacturing Engineer
at ITW EAE
Who is ITW EAE? ITW EAE
is a division of the Illinois Tool
Works, Inc., a Fortune 200 global
industrial manufacturer with
operations in 58 countries. ITW
EAE is a developer and provider
of capital equipment used in
electronics manufacturing of
printed circuit boards (PCBs)
and high-performance industrial
ovens and furnaces to service the
electronics, healthcare, materials,
transportation and other key
industrial markets.
At ITW we are committed to
corporate social responsibility
(CSR) and it is integral to our
core values of Integrity, Respect,
Trust, Shared Risk, and Simplicity.
We support CSR by focusing
on the impact we can make in
our communities where we live
and work, the lives we can touch
globally, and sustainability efforts
supporting the environment
around us. ITW and ITW EAE
partner with United Way to
identify key opportunities to best
support our local communities.
United Way of Central Missouri is
key to the outreach success of the
ITW EAE facility in Camdenton,
Missouri. Partnering with United
Way, ITW EAE has the ability
to support agencies throughout
central Missouri and make a
difference in our Mid-Missouri
communities. The ITW EAE
Team in Camdenton has a passion
for serving local communities
and is part of the ITW Hearts
Giving Hope initiatives. Through
this initiative, the ITW EAE
Team provides volunteer support
to local agencies and financial
support where their contribution
is matched by the ITW Hearts
Giving Hope initiatives.
In early September, we hosted
our annual United Way campaign
at ITW EAE. This year’s campaign
theme for the United Way of
Central Missouri was “The
Greatest Gift on Earth”. Our
campaign committee at ITW EAE
took this circus theme and ran
with it. We had our kickoff “under
the big top” with circus themed
foods and games all underneath
our streamer-made circus tent. We
have had continuous momentum
from our team here and are
thrilled to see the outcome from
our employee contributions
and their giving hearts. Prior to
the campaign, we participated
in The Great UW Horse Race
with the Pacesetter businesses
that jumpstart the United Way
Campaign. We were able to design
and decorate a carousel horse to

Begin Again Backpacks are stuffed with a handmade no-sew
fleece blanket, a book, stuffed animal, soap, a tooth brush, and
toothpaste for kids entering the foster care system. ITW EAE
packed a total of eighty-five backpacks to donate to the Central
Missouri Foster Care & Adoption Association.
represent ITW EAE and United
Way of Central Missouri. We are
proud to say that our team’s horse
won in 1 of the 5 categories, The
Showstopper – Most United Way.
Each year the ITW EAE United
Way Campaign to support
United Way of Central Missouri
is the foundational driver for our
community outreach efforts. It
provides an opportunity to reflect
on the positive community
impact our ITW EAE team made
in the previous year and sets the
goals for what we want to achieve
for the upcoming year. It allows
us to celebrate our successes and
reignite our passion to support
the communities where we live
and work. It reminds us that we
are a team, a family of employees
passionate about serving our
communities. We are responsible
for helping people live their best
possible lives. Volunteering our
time and our charitable gifts lets
us LIVE UNITED and step right
up to create the Greatest Gift on
Earth.
Throughout the year, our
team here at ITW EAE also
participates in multiple volunteer

events. A few examples of these
include an annual outing to
the local Boy Scouts Camp and
the Citizens Against Domestic
Violence (CADV) luncheon in
mid-October. During the outings
to the Boy Scouts Camp, our
team gets together and builds
cabins for the boys to stay in.
We have built six cabins over the
last five years, a total of thirteen
cabins since we started doing the
Day of Caring for United Way
about eleven years ago, and this
year we were able to complete
the last cabin needed. The other
volunteer event that we have
many employees partake in is the
annual Citizens Against Domestic
Violence luncheon. Our team
supports the agency by helping
serve lunch to the supporters
from the community. This year
we helped welcome The Central
Missouri Foster Care & Adoption
Association into our Osage
Beach community. Our team put
together an outreach event to
make Begin Again Backpacks for
the children entering the foster
care system. During the event,
our volunteers made no-sew

fleece blankets. After completing a
blanket, volunteers packed it into
a backpack, along with a stuffed
animal, a book, body wash, a
toothbrush and toothpaste. We
were able to pack a total of eightyfive backpacks to donate to the
agency.
Nothing compares to the
enormous feeling of gratitude that
is received just from having the
chance and the ability to take part
in these volunteer events along
with other events not listed. It is
an almost indescribable feeling
to be able to give back and help
the community that we all live
and work in, and we believe that
is something we should all strive
to do.

The 2019 ITW EAE United Way Campaign Committee pictured
with Ann Bax, President/CPO of United Way of Central Missouri,
along with our wonderful guest speakers from the following
agencies: Kids Harbor, CADV, Lake Area Industries, and Central
Missouri Foster Care & Adoption Association.

ITW EAE employees have built over 13 cabins for the Boy Scouts Camp since 2007.

ITW EAE proudly decorated a carousel horse for the Great UW
Horse Race to support the United Way Campaign. ‘Scrappy the
Horse’ was made mostly out of scrap materials from its plant
and was awarded by United Way with The Show Stopper Award –
Most United Way!
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Kids United FunFest: A Carnival for the Kids
On the evening of Thursday,
October 3 United Way of Central
Missouri and Scholastic hosted
the 24th annual Kids United
FunFest for families in the central
Missouri community. The
carnival-like event was hosted at
the Boys & Girls Club and was
a free event for children whose
families are served by the United
Way partner agencies and for
families who have been impacted
by the tornado and/or flooding.

The event included activities,
a bubble station, fun music, an
inflatable obstacle course and
slide, face painting, nail painting,
juggling and more. All attendees
received a hot dog, chips and a
cookie.
This annual event has had
approximately 300 children
in attendance each year--but
had many more this year by
welcoming families who had also
been impacted by the tornado

and/or flooding.
Kids United FunFest has been
held at Memorial Park in the
past. Strategically, United Way
hosted the event at the Boys &
Girls Club this year—not only
because many of the families in
attendance are served by the Boys
& Girls Club, but also because of
the Club’s ideal central location
in town. The Club is easily
accessible for families that might
face transportation barriers, and

is also close to where some of the
heaviest devastation occurred
during the May 22 tornado. By
moving Kids United FunFest
to a venue in the heart of the
devastated areas, more disaster
survivor families were able to
attend the event.
United Way, its partner
agencies, event participants and
sponsors are proud to have been
able to provide this evening
of fun for at-risk families, and
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families impacted by the tornado
and flooding.
United Way is grateful to the
presenting sponsor, Scholastic,
and event sponsors, Hawthorn
Bank and Hy-Vee.
“Scholastic is a strong United
Way of Central Missouri
supporter, and sponsoring the
annual United Way of Central
Missouri’s Kid’s United FunFest is
a way of interacting and making
this event all about the children

that are served through the 28
partner agencies and for the
families who have been impacted
by the tornado and flooding,”
says Lori Massman, Community
Development Manager for
Scholastic and United Way
volunteer. “It is another example
of how the United Way and its
partners team up to make great
things happen in our community
and we are very proud to get to be
a part of it.”

