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Achieving our Mission & Vision

Greg Meeker,
Modern Litho
United Way Board Chair
This marks my fourth and final
article to the community which
comes with chairing the United
Way of Central Missouri Board
of Directors. It seems fitting
that as we approach the end of
the year, that we look back and
reflect on 2020 and assess how
we did in fulfilling our mission
and vision. If you supported the
United Way with your gifts of
time, talent or treasure (money),
you have a vested interest in this
as well.
The mission statement
identifies why we exist and
identifies our core purpose. Our
mission statement reads:
The United Way of Central
Missouri is a local, volunteerdriven organization that
improves lives by mobilizing the
caring power of our community.
Let’s look first at “volunteerdriven organization”. Our local
United Way has a staff of five
full time employees and one
part-time employee. Through
the efforts of those six staff
members, we conservatively
guesstimate that over 13,000
hours of volunteer time was
organized, mobilized and
generously donated last year.
Our overhead rate was 7.2% in

2019 and is projected to be on
track this year which means
about $0.93 of every dollar
donated goes to provide direct
services. That historically
positions us as one of the best
local United Way agencies in the
state by that metric.
Now let’s look at how those
many volunteers were directed
and whether or not it was
consistent with “mobilizing the
caring power of our community”.
By design, the United Way is
not a provider of direct services,
meaning we do not directly serve
individual clients. Instead we
play a support role by providing
an effective and efficient way for
donors, volunteers and health
and human service agencies
to work together to impact
lives and change community
conditions.
That’s not to say our local
United Way is never on the front
lines. Immediately after the
tornado hit the mid-Missouri
area in 2019, we, along with
several churches and faith-based
organizations, stepped in to
collect and distribute essential
humanitarian supplies to people
impacted by the disaster. It was
not the implementation of a
disaster response plan that had
been formulated, scrutinized
and rehearsed; rather it was
more of the reflexive action of
a community leader that at its
core is known for mobilizing,
coordinating and serving people
in need.
Probably the most visible
demonstration of mobilizing the
caring power of our community
is the annual community
fundraising campaign. These
funds are the lifeblood that
enables the United Way to
fight for the health, education,
financial stability and basic
needs of every person in our
community. This year, the goal
of $2,100,000 appeared to be a
stretch. Though the same dollar

amount as the goal for the 2019
campaign, the economic impact
of the pandemic has taken a toll
on individuals and businesses and
it logically seemed that giving
would be impacted...which it was.
However, through an amazing
effort and the generosity of many
in our nine county service area
the goal was achieved!
I’ve long been impressed
and humbled by the quality and
commitment of the individuals
who serve our community by
volunteering with and through
our local United Way. Many of
those serve in volunteer roles with
one or more of our 28 partner
agencies as well as other health
and human service agencies and
faith-based organizations. If that
is you, please accept my gratitude.
Thank you for using your unique
gift, talent, education or skill for
the betterment of us all.
Lastly, let’s look at “improves
lives”. Does the United Way of
Central Missouri improve lives? I
could point you towards a nearly
endless array of data points and
impactful stories that would
support that we do, however I’ll
use few words here and refer you
to the number of volunteer hours
that have been invested working
for the benefit of others in our
community. That stands as a
better testament than anything I
can offer.
The vision statement identifies
where we are trying to go and
how we’re going to get there. Our
vision statement reads:
The United Way of Central
Missouri will be the leader in
bringing partners and resources
together to address priority
needs and provide solutions that
strengthen our community.
Here are a few examples that
highlight how the United Way of
Central Missouri stepped up to
lead in ways that strengthen our
community:
• The 2019 tornado disaster.
I’ll simply refer you to my

How Fear Tried to Steal Our Hope
they’ve never seen.
There will be a great flood and a
tornado or two.
Oh, there’s just so much damage
and mayhem to do.”
The storms came and went, and
oh, they were bad.
If you don’t believe me, then go
ask your dad.
The people were tired and
shaken and worn,
But from all the rubble a new
feeling was born.
You see, Hope let the people
know they were strong.
If Fear thought he’d won, he was
certainly wrong.
Ann Bax,
But Fear, that ol’ dog, had a card
United Way President
up
his sleeve.
I don’t have to remind anyone
“This
time,” he said, “I know
that it has been a challenging
Hope
will
leave.”
eighteen months for our
There’s
a
terrible disease called
community… a tornado, wide
Covid-19.
spread flooding, hail, flash
It sneaks up and grabs you; it
flooding and a pandemic.
travels
unseen.
Given this year’s campaign
“This
time,” said Fear, “There
was Dr. Seuss themed, Mike
will
be
no
repair.
Downey, United Way volunteer
I
will
steal
all their Hope and
extraordinaire said it best….
just
leave
despair.
”
Just as the Grinch tried to steal
And
it
looked
for
a while that
Christmas in Dr. Seuss’s famous
tale, this myriad of disasters has
tried to steal our community’s
hope, but we are not going to let
that happen….
One day Fear crawled out of his
hole.
Upon looking around, he had
just one goal.
“I must steal all Hope, and I
must do it now.”
He put this chin in his hand and
wondered, “But how?”
And Fear, that scourge of all
man,
Thought very hard and came up
with a plan.
He snickered out loud because
he’s so mean,
“We’ll start with storms like

Fear may have won,
As our lives and our routines all
came undone.
It took all our sports, our classes
and more.
It even took the Lysol and TP
from the store.
The bars and the diners were all
closed up tight.
You couldn’t go eat, not even a
bite.
It looked as if Fear had just won
the day,
But Hope wasn’t gone, and it
entered the fray.
It came with doctors and nurses
and teaching at home.
It came with hairstyles that
needed more than a comb.
It came with mask covered smiles
And with grocery clerks, who
worked in the aisles.
It came with Zoom meetings that
sometimes went wrong.
It came just the same as we knew
all along.
You see Hope isn’t something you
do all alone.
It’s not an app that pops up on
your phone.

Continued on Page 2

comments above and tell you
that this entire newsprint page
could be dedicated to stories of
how the United Way championed
disaster recovery efforts in this
community after that event.
And it’s not over as we have a
leading role on the Cole and
Miller County Disaster Recovery
Committee and continue to
maintain and disburse relief
funds.
• The July 2020 Jefferson City
flash flood. When the flash flood
hit on a Sunday evening, it left
as many as 40 families without
shelter - many of those losing
all their household possessions.
Calling on the community
partner network that had been
established and strengthened
through previous recent disaster
relief operations (tornado and
flood), the United Way convened
partner agencies and other
organizations to collaborate on
a coordinated effort to assist the
American Red Cross serve those
who were impacted.
• The Cole County COVID-19
Assistance Helpline. When the
COVID-19 pandemic began
economically impacting the
most vulnerable individuals
and families in our community
the United Way of Central
Missouri joined with the City
of Jefferson and County of Cole
to implement the Cole County
COVID-19 Assistance Helpline
which provides the citizens
of Cole County one phone
number to access groceries and
prescription medication delivery
and other direct services through
a collaborative effort with health
and human service organizations,
churches and other organizations
already providing these services.
• The Central Missouri
Food Service Relief Fund. This
initiative was created and funded
by Fechtel Beverage & Sales
in Jefferson City to assist area
food service workers who have
been financially impacted by the

United Way of Central Missouri held its 2020 Victory Celebration
virtual this year through Zoom, announcing its successful
Campaign total of $2,114,024—surpassing the $2.1 million goal.
COVID-19 pandemic. Looking
for a fiscal agent to administer
the granting of financial support
to qualified applicants, the
United Way of Central Missouri
was approached and accepted
the role. Under the umbrella
of our United Way, additional
donations have come in, and
to-date over $41,000 has been
distributed to more than 140
applicants and there are funds
still available.
• The Central Missouri
Personnel Relief Fund. This
fund was established by Bartlett
& West to assist front-line
healthcare workers with the
personal financial challenges
related to the COVID-19
pandemic. Serving as the fiscal
agent, the United Way of Central
Missouri distributed the full
$13,200 to 50 applicants.
• COVID-19 Response Fund.
Bolstered by a $100,000 grant
from the Missouri Foundation
for Health plus an additional
$74,472 in spontaneous and
other donations, our local
United Way was able to award
grants to 13 partner agencies
and 11 non-partner agencies in
central Missouri totaling over
$167,000 as these organizations
experienced a surge in demand
for services from neighbors
and communities significantly
impacted by the pandemic.

Often, difficult times bring out
the best in people. I certainly
think that has been on full
exhibit in our community the
past couple of years and I also
believe it to be true of the United
Way of Central Missouri. Many
more examples of how we
fulfilled our mission and vision
in 2020 could be cited. It’s a
reflection on our staff, for sure,
but nothing happens without our
donors and volunteers. It takes
each and every one of you.
My vantage point as the
Chairman of the Board
allows for a unique insight
into our local United Way. I
see an organization led by an
outstanding and fully engaged
President, Ann Bax. I see a
staff that cares deeply and is
passionate about improving
the lives of others. And I see
an organization that operates
with integrity, maintains an
extremely high level of financial
stewardship and is very aware
of the responsibility and unique
support role we have to change
lives and impact community
conditions.
One last thing - a shout out to
Doug Otto and Sally Moore for
co-chairing and leading our 2020
annual community campaign.
What a great job of working
through the many obstacles and
reaching our goal. Thank you!

Giving to Make a Better Tomorrow
Austin Johnson,
Bartlett & West

Bartlett & West is a fullservice engineering, survey,
construction and technology
company, employee-owned
with 18 offices in eight states.
However, get to know any of our
350 employee-owners, and you’ll
quickly see our company’s core
purpose is driving communities
to a better tomorrow—with
top industry talent, dedicated
volunteers and generous
philanthropy.
Here in Jefferson City, we have
long prioritized support for the
United Way of Central Missouri’s
annual workplace giving
campaign. In fact, our campaign
raised a record-high $25,000
in spite of the global pandemic
forcing many employee-owners
to work from home.
The campaign success was
really reflective of Bartlett
& West’s core purpose and
the personal values held by
each employee-owner. We are
passionate about supporting
needs in the communities
where we live, work and play—
especially during a year like
2020, when the need is so great.
Our daily goal is to drive
innovation for our clients, but
we also try to get creative with
our philanthropy. It has been
rewarding to see several of our
community initiatives to support
United Way of Central Missouri
gain traction and support from
other community members.
Trivia Night
Trivia Night has become an
annual tradition to look forward
to. The highly competitive
trivia showdown first debuted
three years ago, with all ticket
proceeds benefiting United
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Bartlett & West anticipates
an even bigger crowd for its
community-wide 2021 Trivia
Night fundraiser benefiting the
United Way of Central Missouri
after taking a hiatus this year
due to COVID-19. Featured here
are photos from its last few years
of the fundraiser.
Way of Central Missouri. A
planning committee of about
10 Bartlett & West employeeowners organize the event and
create the trivia questions,
while our Chief Operations
Officer, Bob Gilbert, acts as
emcee for the evening. Little
did we know that interest—and
attendance—would grow each
year, to the point where we are
now considering a larger venue
when the event returns after a
one-year hiatus due to COVID.
Trivia Night has proven to be
popular with many Bartlett &
West clients, so it has evolved
into a fun evening with valuable

networking, all for a great cause.
Medical Personnel Relief Fund
When Central Missouri started
to experience the full impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic last
spring, we wanted to respond in
a significant way. Bartlett & West
chose to make a one-time gift
in each of its major markets to
help communities recover. Our
Jefferson City office allocated
funds to United Way of Central
Missouri, creating the Medical
Personnel Relief Fund.
Continued on Page 2
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Over 100 Years
of Changing Lives
Lori Benson,
The Salvation Army
The Salvation Army in
Jefferson City has been providing
services to the community
for over 100 years through
shelter, food, rental and utility
assistance, identification,
prescription, emergency
transportation and emergency
disaster services.
A proud, long-standing
agency partner with the United
Way of Central Missouri, The
Salvation Army is grateful for the
continued support the United
Way provides each year to our
Shelter and Social Services, but
especially during 2019 after the
tornado struck Jefferson City
and in 2020 when the pandemic
swept the nation.
United Way funding was
granted in 2019 to The Salvation
Army, assisting 35 households
impacted by the tornado. Once
again in 2020 The Salvation
Army was awarded special
funding through the United Way
for COVID-19 response and
relief. Those awarded funds were
used specifically for rental and
utility assistance, allowing us to
assist 38 households, keeping
families in their homes.
Recently, the Salvation Army
was awarded funding through
the Cole County CARES Fund
which will be used to help those
affected by COVID-19.
With winter settling in MidMissouri, The Salvation Army
Center of Hope has implemented
its “Cold Cot” program to ensure
as many individuals as possible
are off the streets, providing a
warm place to sleep each night.
For additional information,
community members can call
573-635-1975.
Also this winter, our Red
Kettle Campaign is underway.
This marks the 129th year
The Salvation Army has been
ringing the bells and this year,
though with many obstacles, is
no different. This is our largest
fundraiser of the year and
funds raised go to operate the
programs we offer all year long.
This year’s goal is $310,000, a
third of what it costs to keep our
programs going. To support our
Red Kettle Campaign, please
consider making a donation
to the volunteers ringing
bells at locations through our
community!
We are grateful to be a

The Salvation Army Emergency Disaster Services provided
meals, water and care packages off the canteen after the tornado
struck Jefferson City.

“Hope” Continued from Page 1
Hope comes with your family
and friends, tall and short.
And with all the good people
who give us support.
And Fear, it would seem, was
no longer here.
Did Fear really just go and
disappear?
No, my dear friends, Fear is
always around,
Just waiting for a chance to
bring you all down.
Take care of each other, the
young and old.
Stay true to yourself as you’ve
often been told.
And Fear, that old mongrel,
will stay in his hole,
And we’ll all come together to
accomplish our goal.
Some communities might
throw up their hands and be
tempted to give up or give in.
But that’s not our community.
Our community has not, and
will not, let these disasters steal

our hope!
One great example of our
resilience and perseverance
is the fact that we met and
exceeded our campaign goal
in the middle of a global
pandemic! And I am so
grateful we had two of the
most positive, caring, never say
never, passionate people to lead
us through a campaign that
could be described as a little
difficult…
But they made it look easy
and never wavered from their
belief that we could and would
meet our goal.
Doug Otto and Sally Moore…
thank you for your heart. You
have served well in your role
and have been a face of hope for
our community.
I also want to thank Greg
Meeker for his calm leadership
as Board Chair this year. Thank
you for letting me lean on you
for guidance and support, and

my thanks to the entire Board of
Directors, our incredible army
of volunteers, the media, agency
partners and my amazing coworkers at the United Way who
are tireless and fearless!
To all of our supporters, I am
humbled by you.
We asked you to look past
the fear and unknown of an
unrelenting pandemic and be
selfless and generous.
You did it.
Once again you showed
the heart that makes this
community extraordinary.
In the words of Dr Seuss:
And will you succeed?
Yes, you will indeed!
98 and ¾ percent guaranteed!
You inspire me and I feel so
blessed to serve shoulder to
shoulder with you. You make
me so incredibly proud to be
part of this community.

“Better Tomorrow” Continued from Page 1

The Salvation Army, Center of Hope, is dedicated to providing
nutritious meals for residents and community members.

We felt it was important to
honor our medical workers who
were struggling due to layoffs
and reduced hours. Creating
this fund allowed medical
personnel that were laid off
to apply for a gift that would
be contributed towards their
unpaid rent, utility, or auto
bills. They give so much to our

The Lions Club memberships rang at all locations throughout
Jefferson City on Friday, December 4, 2020.
United Way of Central Missouri
partner agency, which allows
us to provide extra services,
and to have a greater reach in
our community—in addition
to forming partnerships with
other health and human service

agencies to provide a holistic
approach of support to those
in need in our community. It’s
an honor to work with such an
outstanding organization, where
working together creates a ripple
effect for changing lives.
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community and we wanted to
support them in return.
Looking to the Future
If we’ve learned anything
in 2020, it is that the future is
unpredictable! However, we
fully expect that Trivia Night
will return, our future workplace
giving campaigns will be more
interactive and our community’s

current dire need will stabilize.
As Bartlett & Westers who are
dedicated to helping our friends
and neighbors, we look forward
to a continued partnership with
United Way of Central Missouri
to drive our community to a
better tomorrow.
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Interview with United Way
Board Member

Association Board Member,
Home Builders Association
member and Scholarship
Committee Chair, Jefferson City
Cosmopolitan Club member,
Jefferson City Convention and
Visitors Bureau Athletic Events
Committee member, and
Jefferson City Crimestoppers
Treasurer.
Why did you say yes when
asked to be on the Board
I have been on the Board of
The Jefferson City Day Care
Center (now Little Explorers
Learning Center) for many
years and saw firsthand how
Mark Mueller,
the United Way impacted our
Jefferson Bank
local community. I wanted
Profession
to be more involved and can’t
Senior Vice President,
think of a more important and
Commercial Loan Officer
rewarding organization with
Community involvement
which to be associated.
Capital Region Medical Center
Favorite part about serving
Foundation Treasurer, Little
on the Board
Explorers Discovery Center
The interaction with other
Treasurer, East Side Business

board members, agency staff
and volunteers. Having been
born and raised here it amazes
me how much you can still learn
about the Jefferson City area by
interacting with a wide range of
community supporters.
Favorite thing about the
United Way
Seeing the tremendous impact
it has on our local community
and the generous, giving nature
of our local businesses and
citizens.
Most grateful for from 2020
The opportunity to slow
everything down a bit and better
appreciate time spent with
family and friends.
Favorite singer
George Strait
Fun fact about you
I like to hunt for Indian
artifacts on our family farm.

Building a Road to Recovery
Susan Cook-Williams,
Habitat for Humanity
Last year, Mother Nature
showed Jefferson City her
strength. The tornado that
raged through our town tore
down walls, devastated homes,
flattened businesses and, quite
frankly, scared the beejeebees
out of all of us. Mother Nature’s
strength was undeniable in
those terrifying 14 minutes. But
in minute 15 and every minute
after, the people of Jefferson City
showed their strength.
We saw Jeff City Strong in
the first responders who helped
free people who were trapped
inside their homes. We saw
Jeff City Strong as neighbors
helped neighbors clear debris
from one another’s homes and
yards. We saw Jeff City Strong as
our community came together
to comfort the survivors while
at the same time starting the
recovery and rebuilding efforts.
Needless to say, the last two
years have not been easy for our
town, especially those in need of
housing.
After the tornado, the
affordable housing crisis became
very apparent, but in reality, the
tornado merely ripped off the
Band-Aid. Since 1993, River
City Habitat for Humanity
has made it our mission to
bring people together to build
homes, communities and hope
for families in need of safe,
affordable housing. Utilizing
volunteer labor and donations,
we typically build and sell 3-4
homes a year in partnership
with local families, but there
are always more families who
are needing a hand-up. In the
months immediately after the
tornado, we all knew that River
City Habitat for Humanity
needed to do even more to
address the housing crisis.
We just weren’t sure what that
“more” was at the time.
So last year, when we were
still trying to figure out how
to respond to the tornado,
we called on the backbone
of our organization: the faith
community. Representatives
from many different local
churches responded and, with
only an idea and no extra money
in the budget, we stepped out in
faith and described to them our
vision of a Blitz Build in 2020.
This meant doubling our normal
construction efforts to build
an additional four brand new
homes in one of the hardest hit
areas in town on Jackson Street.
Even without a fully developed
plan on how to make it happen,
the faith community and soon,
the entire community, jumped
on board! Donations started
coming in and volunteers started
signing up.
But then, before the first nail
was even pounded, our world
was hit with COVID-19. Our
plans of inviting volunteers from
around the nation came to a
grinding halt. We quickly had to
re-group and figure out how to
navigate the new constraints to
keep our volunteers and families

A Lincoln University student volunteer learns how to hang the
mailbox on one of the homes.

A great group of volunteers from the Chamber’s Young
Professional Group volunteer on Road to Recovery Homes.
safe. The world health crisis
changed many things in our
community and our world, but it
never changed our community’s
commitment to build safe homes
for families in our community.
With new safety measures and
limited volunteers this summer,
our community built four brand
new homes in less than six
months. What an amazing feat
as a typical Habitat build takes
about nine months to complete!
To fully understand how
this goal was accomplished
so quickly (even during a
pandemic), we first give thanks
to God, as without Him, none
of this would be possible. Then
we look at our community.
Because we are a small nonprofit
and operate on a limited staff
of only four people, we rely
heavily on our volunteers. While
COVID-19 made it impossible
to recruit volunteers from out
of our area, we were blessed to
have so many local volunteers
raise their hand and volunteer
to help build these homes. From
the experienced construction
professionals who donated their
time and energy overseeing the
house builds to every single
first-time volunteer who showed
up on the jobsite with no
experience, we appreciate each
and every one of you!
Finally, we live in a
community that knows building
good, quality homes for families
requires money. Local churches,
banks, businesses, community

organizations and individuals
dug deep in their pockets during
a financially difficult year and
overwhelmingly donated to the
rebuild efforts. We were also
blessed to receive numerous
Community Support Grants
from the United Way. These
grants helped us to hire a parttime Assistant Construction
Manager, purchase roofing
materials for the four Road to
Recovery homes and, when
we got behind schedule due
to COVID, allowed us to
hire subcontractors to install
drywall on our other regular
construction homes (typically
something our volunteers can do
when we have the time). These
grants, and numerous others
from United Way over the last
many years, were an integral
part of our organization’s ability
to keep pushing forward this
year and every year.
Recovery efforts rarely happen
fast enough for those who are
still hurting, but we are proud
to have completed these four
Road to Recovery homes this
year in record time! Because of
our amazing community, five
adults and twelve children will
be waking up this Christmas
morning in their own safe home.
This was a community-wide
effort, and we simply could
not have done it without the
partnership with United Way
and all of our Jeff City Strong
partnerships!

Making our Community Better.
Every Day.
Lindsay Huhman,
Capital Region Medical Center
When like-minded
organizations join forces,
amazing things can happen!
Capital Region Medical Center
(CRMC) has a long history of
partnering with the United Way
as a pacesetter organization--one
of 30+ businesses that jumpstart
the United Way Campaign
every year. With a mission to
improve the health and wellness
in the communities we serve,
CRMC passionately supports the
United Way and its tremendous
contributions to so many midMissourians!
Healthcare doesn’t begin and
end inside hospital walls. Strong
foundations for health and
wellness begin in homes, schools,
neighborhoods, churches, and
communities and extend far
beyond checkups at the doctor’s
office. Social determinants of
health, like access to healthcare,
quality education, social support,
economic stability, and safe
environments, contribute to
a wide range of health risks
and outcomes. Organizations
like the United Way and its
partner agencies are vital in
positively impacting these social
determinants of health, which
are cornerstones for building
safe and healthy communities.
CRMC sees the direct impact
of the United Way programs in
many of the patients we serve.
Programs facilitated by the
United Way and its partner
agencies address the basic needs
that determine the health and
wellness of so many in our
community. From working to
eliminate food insecurity to
providing a safe haven for those
seeking shelter from abuse, the
United Way saves lives every day.
Something as simple as a safe
place to go after school or help
with a job interview can change
the trajectory of a life. These
simple things: access to basic
needs, support, encouragement,
safety, and security are crucial
elements to help people succeed,
and communities flourish.
CRMC is proud to work
alongside the United Way and its
partner agencies with a common
goal to improve lives. Together
we can continue to make
progress for future generations.
We truly are stronger together.
CRMC wrapped up another
successful United Way pacesetter
campaign for 2020 despite the
challenges brought about by
a worldwide pandemic. The
rallies and in-person events of
past campaigns weren’t possible
this year. Still, we persevered
virtually and predominantly
used email to keep our teams
up to speed on the campaign
progress. Since 2020 is the year
of the essential employee, our
fundraising was boosted through
the sale of “essential worker”
t-shirts for our employees. A
portion of the sale of every shirt
went to the campaign.
The United Way crew does
a fantastic job developing
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Thing One and Thing Two greet patients and visitors to CRMC
celebrating the 2020 United Way Dr. Seuss-themed Campaign!

President Gaspare Calvaruso relishes in his Sumo Wrestling
Victory for CRMC’s 2015 United Way Pacesetter Campaign!
CRMC executive leadership agreed to step into the ring when the
organization reached its internal campaign goal!

CRMC employees got into the competitive spirit during a
Rock, Paper, Scissors tournament during the 2015 United Way
Pacesetter Campaign.
resources to help share stories
of hope and change to inspire
giving. We were able to tap
into those videos, messages,
and testimonials to encourage
generosity within CRMC. The
messages resonated throughout
the system, and generosity
flowed from every level of the
organization, from executive
leadership to front line staff!
This year, when we weren’t
exactly sure how our campaign
would progress, we were thrilled
to see our employees show up
and give, helping us exceed our
fundraising goal!
We loved playing off the Dr.
Seuss theme this year. Thing
1 and Thing 2 flanked our
Cat in the Hat Display, which
welcomed patients and visitors
to CRMC’s campus. The display
continues to delight in its
new home at Little Scholars
preschool!
Sharing Seuss’s simple
messages of hope,
encouragement and the
importance of caring for one
another perfectly aligns with
what we need in the world right
now. The CRMC team tries to

embrace the theme as much
as possible every year. Usually,
we use it as an excuse to have a
little fun at the expense of our
executive leadership team.
In non-COVID times, our
leadership team has been great
sports and participated in a
variety of events when we reach
our goal. We’ve held sumo
wrestling matches, paraded
leadership through the halls
dressed up as the Wizard of
Oz characters, and rocked
out in eighties style! CRMC’s
leadership team is more than
happy to step outside their
comfort zone for a great cause!
Many of us are curious to
see what’s waiting for us in
the New Year. Unfortunately,
the pandemic won’t magically
evaporate with the flip of the
calendar. Our world might look
a little different for a while.
But eventually, things will start
becoming more familiar, and
we will find ourselves gathering
once again. Through it all, we
will continue to move forward
- striving to Live United - and
make our community Better.
Every day.
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Interview with
Power of the Purse Co-Chair

Cassandra Atchison,
Modern Litho/Brown Printing
Tell us about you/your family
A Jefferson City native, I grew
up on our family farm just off of
Route C and attended St. Peter
School and Helias Catholic.
I went on to attend Mizzou
where I earned a degree in
Communication. My husband,
Brandon, and I have been
married for 11 years and have
two boys, Liam age 6 and Leif
age 3.
Profession
I spent my early career in
retail management--primarily
in Columbia and St. Louis-ultimately meeting my husband
and landing in Jefferson City.
In 2009, I began working with
Modern Litho in Customer
Service, and credit the
experience I had in that position
for the passion I now have for
graphic communications and the
printing industry. After a couple
years, I moved into marketing
which is where I currently serve
as the Director of Marketing.
Professionally, my focus is to
promote and support the growth
of the company through all
aspects of marketing including
brand management/awareness,

digital marketing, website
management, community
relations, marketing campaigns,
and sponsorships. It is a
personal belief of mine that to
grow you must give of yourself.
It is the reason I have been an
active member of our employee
charity committee since 2009
and now a charter member of
our mentoring program.
Community involvement
I am proud to serve and
have served in many roles
within our community. Some
of those include: Jefferson City
Area Chamber of Commerce
Young Professionals and past
board member, Leadership
Jefferson City Class of 2013,
JC Start Internship program
coordinator/volunteer,
and Boys and Girls Club
event fundraising. With the
United Way I have served on
the Campaign Leadership
team, Pacesetter campaign
coordinator for Modern Litho,
the Marketing Committee,
Women United Leadership
Council, Dine United CoChair and now Power of the
Purse Co-Chair. I am also
a member of Zonta Club of
Jefferson City and serve as the
Marketing Chair. I am an active
Parishioner and volunteer for
St. Joseph Cathedral/St. Joseph
Cathedral school.
Why did you say yes when
asked to be a Power of the
Purse Co-Chair
Well, first, a couple years ago,
I was asked by Missy Dunn,
and come on, who can say no
to Missy? And while I felt a
great sense of responsibility to
continue the event she helped
bring to life, I was excited to
take it on!

Host Committee:
Adrian Heckman
Adrienne Otto
Ashley Wilde
Brittany Baines
Casey Gentry Tollerton
Cassandra Atchison
Claudia Kehoe
Jessica Royston
Lori Massman
Michele Caywood
Missy Dunn
Nancy Wilson
Patty Kehoe
Ryann Gildersleeve
Dr. Sally Brown
Sally Moore
Sarah Bohl
Vicki Myers

Favorite part about serving
on the committee
To be perfectly honest, the
committee--the twenty or so
hard-working mothers, wives,
professionals and retired
women--is the reason I said yes.
To be able to serve shoulderto-shoulder with this amazing
group of women is an honor.
Their passion and commitment
to the United Way is inspiring!
Favorite component of Power
of the Purse
All the amazing purses, of
course! We are so grateful for
the quality of purse donations
we receive each year. The purses
drive the event and create
demand, which results in more
dollars raised for the United
Way. Thank you again to all of
our generous purse donors!
Favorite thing about the
United Way
My favorite thing is seeing the
impact of its partner agencies
on our community and the
difference each agency makes
in the lives of the people they
serve. The agencies fill such
unique and critical needs. So
critical that if we were to wake
up one day and there was no
Special Learning Center, how
devastating would that be for
our community? What if there
were no Boys and Girls Club, no
RACS or Central Missouri Foster
Care and Adoption Association?
Truly, the fact that we can give
to one organization that in turn
supports all of these impactful
agencies is remarkable, and thus
my very favorite thing.
Fun fact about you
If I wasn’t in marketing, I
would have been a marine
biologist. I probably made the
right choice as I’m not a fan of
smelling like fish, and I don’t live
near the ocean.
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Interview with
Power of the Purse Co-Chair

Brittany Baines,
Military United Insurance
Tell us about you/your family
I am originally from East
Tennessee. My family moved
here in high school and I
graduated from JCHS *Go
Jaybirds!* I then went on to
MU where I was a Mizzou
Cheerleader *Go Tigers!* and
returned to JC about 10 years
ago. Jason and I have 2 of the
kindest children: Harper (7)
who loves all things girly girl
and Dash (5) who wants to be a
scientist.
Profession
I am a Licensed Insurance
Agent for Military United
Insurance--a division of Veterans
United Home Loans. I get

to work with our country’s
awesome Veterans every day!
Community involvement
I am involved with United
Way (Power of the Purse
Committee, Campaign
Leadership Team and
Marketing Team); Jefferson City
Chamber of Commerce (Young
Professionals Board Member
and Chamber Ambassador);
Jefferson City High School
Alumni Association Board
Member; Boys and Girls Club
Volunteer; American Heart
Association Volunteer; HALO
Tribe Member; Tim Tebow’s
Night to Shine Volunteer;
Special Olympics: Over the
Edge Participant and Volunteer;
Gary Sinise Foundation
Volunteer; and Veterans United
Foundation.
Why did you say yes when
asked to be a Power of the
Purse Co-Chair
Power of the Purse is my
FAVORITE United Way event!
Having worked with Cassandra
before, I knew her passion,
work ethic and commitment
to having a successful event.
She could hardly get the words
out of her mouth before I said
“YES!” I was honored to even
be considered.

Favorite part about serving
on the committee
Working with so many
amazing women in our
community and seeing what we
accomplish every year blows me
away! Obviously 2020 has forced
everyone to do things differently
in their lives. This committee
was no exception; they stepped
up to the challenge and exceeded
our expectations! Sending a
heartfelt “Thank you!” to each
and every one of them!
Favorite component of Power
of the Purse
Live Auction--hands down!
From our hilarious and witty
Emcee Andy Fechtel, to the
men of the community who
volunteered to model the purses
down the runway and a roomful
of women encouraging them
and bidding is so much fun! The
atmosphere is electric!
Favorite thing about the
United Way
The staff. Each of them has a
heart of gold and truly embodies
what is needed to raise money
and awareness for a successful
nonprofit. United Way and the
agencies it partners with are
lucky to have each of them!
Fun fact about you
I know this is crazy, but I have
sidonglobophobia, which is a
fear of cotton balls. Just talking
about it giving me goosebumps!

Power of the Purse
United Way of Central
Missouri’s Power of the Purse
event offers an opportunity for
women to show their support
for the United Way of Central
Missouri and the over 114,000
people served through our 28
partner agencies--while they
enjoy the comradery of other
caring women in our community
and shop for purses all while
supporting a great cause. This
event brings together over 300
community-minded women who
are passionate…not only about
purses, but about the bigger
message beyond the gorgeous
Michael Kors, Coach and Stuart
Weitzman handbags…joining
in the fight for the health,
education, financial stability and
basic needs of every person in
our community.
Like many things, United Way
of Central Missouri’s annual
Power of the Purse looked a bit
different for 2020—though the
purpose of the event remained
the same: support the United
Way to help thousands of people
in our community. Originally
scheduled to be hosted in May,
the event got postponed due to
COVID-19. After evaluating
the safest way to make the event
happen in the 2020 calendar
year, it was decided the event
would be virtual and hosted in
November.
Due to a virtual format, this
year’s event was free to register
and the auction was hosted on
an online platform over 5 days.
The event started with a silent
auction beginning November
18 through November 22, with
approximately 70 bags available
for purchase, in addition to
Kendra Scott mystery jewelry
boxes. Through a live feed on the
evening of Thursday, November
19, gentlemen in our community
modeled the 12-13 highest
valued Live Auction purses on
Facebook Live for guests to view
prior to bidding on those items.
Special thanks to Andy Fechtel,
our emcee of the evening! The
Live Auction bags were available
for purchase on Thursday
evening only. Purses ranged
from upscale, brand-name
purses, to local hand-made bags
and vintage collectibles.
The event has seen incredible
success in the past, and this
year we were hopeful it would
be successful again. Our goal
was to raise a net amount of
$24,000—and we are thrilled to
share we raised a net total of just
under $30,000! Funds raised will
support the work of the United
Way of Central Missouri to help
people in our community live
their best possible lives.
United Way is grateful for
the many generous community
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Thank you to the gentlemen who modeled purses on Facebook
Live for the 2020 United Way of Central Missouri Power of the
Purse event!
supporters who donated
the purses, Kendra Scott
jewelry, and the Live Auction
experiences—such as a
30-minute sightseeing tour
from JC Flying Service! This
event is not possible without
your incredible support!
And of course, our accolades
to the ladies who vision and
dedication saw the Power
of the Purse to a successful
conclusion…planning
extraordinaires Cassandra
Atchison and Brittany Baines
and their twenty member
committee of talented, creative
and compassionate women!
WOMEN UNITED
Power of the Purse was
created to provide an avenue
for women to get more
involved with the United Way
at a community level. The
United Way needs passionate
women—because in truly great
communities like ours, we take
care of each other! Power of
the Purse is one example of the
type of events and networking

opportunities that are available
through United Way of Central
Missouri’s affinity group: Women
United.
Women United is an
opportunity for women of all
ages, backgrounds and skills
sets to come together to help
children, families and seniors
in need through volunteering,
advocating and special-event
fundraising.
Whether this group focuses
on improving childhood literacy,
helping young women achieve
their dreams and goals or
promoting healthy lifestyles, one
thing is certain: Women United
is a powerful catalyst for change
that harnesses the power and
dedication of women leaders
to transform our community
and help people live their best
possible lives.
GET INVOLVED
Interested in joining our
Women United movement?
Learn more and sign up on our
website at www.unitedwaycemo.
org!
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PHOTOS OF 2020

GFI Digital employees wear Crazy Socks for their Fox in Socks
Day for their 2020 United Way Employee Campaign.

The National Guard helps The Food Bank and United Way of
Central Missouri with the Cole County Mobile Food Pantry,
making it possible for the pantry to provide food safely.

Capitol Projects employees proudly sport their LIVE UNITED
t-shirts!

Thank you Jefferson City Area Board of Realtors for your
amazing 2020 United Way Campaign gifts!

Riley Auto Group hosts a safe and socially-distanced United Way
Campaign Rally.

SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital celebrated the Dr. Seuss-themed
United Way Campaign with themed shirts, decorating a Dr. Seuss
Hat Lawn Template, and with their Leaderboard—a display they
put up in their building to show employees the progress of their
Campaign results.

Capital City Cavaliers join in the Campaign fun by making a CAVALIERS LIVE UNITED banner
for the football players to run through.
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